[A campaign for detection of beta-thalassemia minor and prevention of beta-thalassemia major in the island of Minorca. 2 years' experience].
The high prevalence of beta-thalassemia minor and the occurrence of thalassemia major in Minorca prompted us to develop a prevention campaign. The selected population consisted of primary school students. The campaign was operative during the terms 1986-87 and 1987-88 and had three stages: 1.) informative; 2.) analytical study and diagnosis of carriers; 3.) report of the results and genetic counselling. We studied overall 1862 schoolchildren. The prevalence of beta-thalassemia minor was 3.38%. We discuss the methodology, the results and the effectiveness of the campaign.